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SUB J : OLYMPIA COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT 

REF: TELECON ASSISTANT SECRETARY CASEY AMBASSADOR TASCA 
DEPT PASS EXIMBANK; VIENNA FOR DIETZ 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER REFERRED TO IN ATHENS 6260 FROM 
AMBASSAODR TASCA TO DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER MAKAREZOS. LETTER WAS 
HAND DELIVERED SEPTEMBER 7 AND RECEIPT WQS CONFIRMED BY 
MAKAREZOS' SECRETARY BY PHONE. 
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2. "DEAR MR. DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER: 
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I BELIEVE YOU SHOULD BE MADE AWARE OF MY CONCERN AND THAT OF MY 
GOVERNMENT OVER THE DECISION OF THE HELLENIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
ORGANIZATION (OTE) NOT TO AWARD AT LEAST PART OF THE OLYMPIA 
COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT TO COLLINS RADIO COMPANY. 

"COLLINS OFFICIALS HAVE INFORMED ME THAT THEY OFFERED A 
TECHNICALLY SUPERIOR SYSTEM COMBINED WITH EARLY DELIVERY AND 
LOW COST. THIS WAS ALSO REFLECTED THROUGHOUT THE PROCUREMENT 
PROCESS IN THE PEFERRENCE SHOWN BY OTE FOR THE COLLINS PROPOSAL. 

"I HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT COLLINS WAS ADVISED ON AUGUST 29 THAT 
OTE HAD REACHED A DECISION TO DIVIDE THE PROCUREMENT BETWEEN 
COLLINS AND MARCONI IN ORDER TO ENSURE THE BEST POSSIBLE SYSTEM. 
THIS DIVISION WAS TO BE MADE BY AWARDING TO COLLINS THE CONTROL 
AND RECEIVER PORTIONS OF THE PROJECT. AMOUNTING TO ABOUT 60 PER- 
CENT OF THE TOTAL VALUE AND INCLUDING THOSE TECHNICAL AREAS WHERE 
COLLINS IS ACKOWLEDGED TO BE A WORLD LEADER. OTE ALSO REQUESTED 
THAT COLLINS CONFIRM ITS WILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSED 
PARTIAL AWARD AND RESPOND TO CERTAIN OTHER REQUESTS BY THE 
MORNING OF AUGUST 31. DESPITE THE SHORT NOTICE, COLLINS REPLIED 
AFFIRMATIVELY BY THE AGREED TIME AND SUBSEQUENTLY ALSO RECON- 
FIRMED ITS ABILITY TO MEET THE REQUESTED INTEREST RATE. 

"IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES. WE FIND IT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND THE 
SUDDEN DECISION TO AWARD THE ENTIRE PROJECT TO MARCONI. 

"I WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD REVIEW THE 
PROPOSED DECISION OF OTE, ESPECIALLY IN THE LIGHT OF OUR 
UNDERSTANDING THAT THE COLLINS PROPOSAL HAD BEEN IN A 
FAVORED POSITION THROUGHOUT THE LONG PERIOD OF THE PROCUREMENT 
PROCESS. IN THE EVENT THAT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR COLLINS 
TO OBTAIN THE ENTIRE CONTRACT AS HAD BEEN ANTICIPATED, COLLINS 
WOULD BE WILLING TO ACCEPT THE PARTIAL AWARD PROPOSED 
BY OTE. 

"I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THE SENIOR MANAGEMENT OF COLLINS WOULD 
BE MOST PLEASE TO COME TO ATHENS TO DEMONSTRATE TO YOU AND 
TO OTE COLLINS' WILLINGNESS TO WORK CLOSELY WITH OTE IN SEEING 
THAT THE OLYMPIA PROJECT IS THE BEST ATTAINABLE. 

"IF YOU SO DESIRE, I WOULD, OF COURSE, BE PLEASED TO 
DISCUSS THIS MATTER WITH YOU. 

SINCERELY, 

HENRY J. TASCA 
AMERICAN AMBASSADOR" 
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3. ASSUME SENIOR MANAGEMENT OFFICIAL COLLINS PREPARED TO COME 
TO ATHENS AS INDICATED NEXT TO LAST PARAGRAPH. 

4. EMBASSY WILL FOLLOW UP WITH OTE TO DETERMINE REASONS AWARD 
GIVEN MARCONI. UNDERSTAND FROM LOCAL COLLINS REP THAT SALIENT 
POINT IN DECISION WAS MARCONI’S WILLINGNESS ACCEPT GREEK SURPLUS 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS IN PAYMENT FOR UP TO 90 PERCENT OF VALUE 
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OF CONTRACT. GIVEN TIGHT SITUATION IN GREEK AGRICULTURE, EMB- 
ASSY BELIEVES THIS IS MOSTLY A PLOY AND THAT PAYMENTS WOULD BE 
LARGELY IN CASH. 

TASCA UNQUOTE RUSH 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 10 SEP 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: garlanwa 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE1 79381 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: S:PHBLAKEBURN 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730945/aaaabgqw.tel 

Line Count: 119 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: TELECON ASSISTANT SECRETARY CASEY AMBASSADOR TASCA 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: garlanwa 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 13 NOV 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13-Nov-2001 by elyme>; APPROVED <16-Nov-2001 by garlanwa> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: OLYMPIA COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT 
TAGS: ETEL, BFOL, GR 
To: TOKYO 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




